What is Jesus doing in his church today?
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The church is all of the born again people in the world without regard for denominations, divisions and other designations.  This is an exciting time to be a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

George Barna, a well known religious statistician notes in his book, Revolution, that 30% of committed believers today are no longer attached to a traditional congregation.  The worldwide trend indicates that within 20 years 70% of committed believers will no longer be attached to a traditional congregation.  

People are leaving because the institutions waste too much of their time and energy in programs and activities that do little to promote a relationship with Christ and healthy relationships among believers.  Folks are leaving organized religion because they are called to live out their relationship with God and others within the body in a more informal, relational setting.  People are finding koinonia in homes, neighborhoods, on the street and at work just like they did in the book of Acts. Barna writes that "these believers often have a more Biblical worldview, live out a passionate devotion to Christ, deep relationships with other believers and are generous in giving to extend the kingdom around the world."  It is a growing world-wide phenomena of believers discovering what it means to live in Christ as a participant in the body.  Assembling together is not a matter of being a spectator at a weekly performance, but instead it is a sharing of lives in common. 

Many leave the traditional church after having their passion sucked out of them by ever increasing religious activity that pulls them away from a quality relationship with God. The frustration of works focused religion is unnecessary at best and harmful at worst. There are many reasons why the traditional church is struggling to keep people but here is some of the most common: 

1. The droning of the same empty ritual dulls our passion. Participation is limited to a few personalities while others are pushed aside. There is so much performance based religion that the Gospel becomes secondary. 

2. We are encouraged to pretend instead of being real. Appropriate behavior and dress is required to avoid being classified as less of a believer. 

3. Manipulation, guilt laden religious obligation are used to feed the need of the institution and build the egos of the personalities.  Behind the scenes political wrangling puts institutional priorities above the purpose of the body of Christ.  People are  exploited to build egos and political power bases.

Real people in real relationships with God,

serving the love of God to one another.

Koinonia - A blast from the past and the Spirit wind of the future.

