To those who labor under religious oppression:

By Neil Tolman

To those who labor under religious oppression, the person that has found freedom in Christ seems to be rebellious.  However the rebel serves himself and his passions, controlling others in the process, leaving a wake of burdened and damaged people behind. (By their fruit you shall know them.) 

The free person in Christ, however, serves God because they no longer have a need to serve themselves.  Having encountered God's love at a far deeper level than any ritual or doctrine can touch, the free person will guard that freedom even when it means being misjudged.  They walk away from abusive and manipulative organizations and systems lest they become complicit in the abuse.  

Helping people find and experience the joy and freedom of Christ is the goal of our ministry.  We have been called to build up, encourage and comfort our fellow believers.  Jesus died for each of us to free us from bondage and to connect us with our merciful, graceful, and loving Father, God.  In that deep and healing relationship with God, we are set free to love one another.  

Koinonia or fellowship is much, much more than just attending the same meeting together.  There is a sharing that we have been called into that can not be experienced while in religious bondage.  It is the liberated, sharing fully with the free.  Only as we live in his love and freedom can we even begin to experience the power of Christ-in-us. (If the Son shall set you free, you will be free indeed.)         
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